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LIFE OF THE REV. WILLIAM TENNENT. 
_ [From the Assembly’s Missionary Magazine. ] 


~A. MONG the duties which every generation owes to thofe 
which are to fucceed it, we may reckon the careful 
delineation of the characters of thofe whofe example deferves, 
and may invite imitation. Example fpeaks louder than pre- 
cept, and living practical religion has a much greater effect on 
mankind than argument or uence. Hence, the lives of pi- 
ous men become the moft important fources of inftruction and 
warning to polterity; while their exemplary conduc affords 
the commentary on the religion they profefled. But when 
fuch men have been remarkably favoured of God, with unufual 
of light and knowledge, and have been honoured by 
the fpecial and extraordinary influences of his Holy Spirit, and 
by the moft manifeft and wonderful interpofitions of divine 
Providence in their behalf, it becomes a duty of more than 
common. obligation, to hand down to pofterity the principal 
events of their lives, together with fuch ufeful inferences as they 
naturally fuggeft. A negle& of this duty, even by perfons 
who may be confcious of the want of abilities neceflary for the 
complete biographer, is greatly culpable ; for, if the ftricteft 
attention be paid to the truth of the a arvhi 
aggeration or partial reprefentation be carefully avoided, the 
want of other furniture can: be-no excufe for buryi in oblivion 
or which, if known, might edify and benefit the 
wor 
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The writer of thefe memoirs has difficulties of a peculiar kind 
‘to encounter, in attempting to {ketch the life of that modeft, 
humble, and worthy man, whofe actions, exercifes, and fentt- 
ments he wifhes to record. Worldly men, who are emulous 
to tranfmit their names to following ages, take care to leave fuch 
materials for the future hiftorian, as may fecure the celebrity 
which they feek. But the humble follower of the meek and low- 
ly Jefus, whofe fole aim is the glory of God, in the welfare of 
immortal fouls, goes on, from day to day, as feeing Him who 
is invifible, careful to approve himfelf only to the Searcher of 
hearts, regardlefs of worldly fame or diftinétion, and leaving it 
to his heavenly Father to reward him openly, in the day of final 
account. The writer of fuch a man’s life muft principally rely 
on a perfonal acquaintance with him, and the communicatiors 
of his intimate friends, for the information which fhall be im- 
parted tothe public. In thefe circumftances it is pecultarly 
embarraffing if fome of the faéts to be recorded are of fucha 
nature, that it is moft defirable to have their authenticity fo 
fully eftablifhed, that incredulity fhall be confounded, and the 
fneer of the fceptical and profane lofe its effe&. But the writer 
of the following narrative, though placedin thefe circumftan- 
ces, and having fuch faéts to detail, has neverthelefs determined 
to proceed. He has refrefhed and corrected his own recollec- 
tion, by the moft careful inquiries that he could poffibly make of 
others, until he is well affured, that what he fhall ftate is incon- 
teftable truth. From the very nature of feveral things, of which 
an account will be given, they do not indeed admit of any other 
dire&t teftimony than that of the remarkable man to whom they 
relate. But if there ever was a perfon, who deferved to be be- 
lieved unrefervedly on his own word, it was he. He poffeffed 
an integrity of foul and a foundnefs of judgment, which did ac- 
tually fecure him an unlimited confidence from all who knew 
him. © Every fpecies of deception, falfehood, and exaggeration 
he abhorred and fcorned. He was an [fraelite indeed, in whom 
there was no guile. With fuch materials, then, as have been 
mentioned, and for a work of fuch charaéter as has been hint- 
ed, the writer has undertaken histafk. Hehas undertaken what 
he would moft gladly have refigned to an abler hand; but 
from which, as no other offered, he dared not withhold his own. 
He could with that fpeculative and even unbelieving minds 
might be inftructed and convinced by thefe memoirs. But his 
principal object, and that in which he trufts he fhall not be en- 
tirely difappointed, is to direét, affift, and comfort pious fouls, 
groaning under the preflure of the calamities which they often 
have to endure in their pilgrimage through the wildernefs of 
this world. 
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The late Rev. Wittiam Tennent, of Freehold, in the 
county of Monmouth, in the State of New Jerfey, of whom we 
write, was the fecond fon of the Rev, William Tennent, minilter 
of the gofpel at Nefhaminy, in Bucks county, in the flate of 
Pennfylvania. his laft gentleman was originally a minifter 
of the church of England, in the then kingdom of Ireland, 
where he was born and received his education. He was chap- 
Jain to an Irifh nobleman, but being confcientioufly ferupulous 
of conforming to the terms tmpofed on the clergy of that king- 
dom, he was deprived of his living. He now became acquaint- 
ed with the famous Gilbert Kennedy, of. , a Prefbyterian 
minifter, who had alfo been perfecuted for his religious princi- 
ples, and foon after married his daughter. Finding it difficult 
to continue at home with any fatisfaG@ory degree of ufefulnefs, 
and his family increafing, after a few years he determined to 
emigrate to America, where he was encouraged to hope for a 
greater liberty of confcience, as well as the profpect of being 
employed in extending the Redeemer’s kingdom in that new 
world. He arrived at Philadelphia_in the fummer of 1718, 
with his wife, four fons, and one daughter. His fons were, 
Gilbert, who was afterwards the paftor of the fecond Prefby- 
terian church in Philadelphia; William, the fubje& of thefe 
memoirs; John, who became pattor of the church at Freehold, 
and died at the age of twenty-five years; and Charles, after- 
wards minifter of the Prefbyterian church at Whiteclay creek, 
whence he removed to Buckingham, in Maryland. 

William Tennent, the father, on his firft coming to America, 
tectled at Eaft Chefter, in the then province of New York, and 
afterwards removed to Bedford. Ina fhort time he was called 
to Bucks county, in Pennfylvania, and preached at Benfalem and 
Smithfield ; but foon after fettled permanently at Nefhaminy, 
inthe famecounty. Being {killed in the Latin language, fo as 
to fpeak and write it almoft as well as his mother tongue, a good 
proficient alfo in the other learned languages, and well read in 
divinity, he determined to fet up a fchool for the inftruétion of 
youth, particularly of thofe defigned for the gofpel miniftry, 
as the belt fervice he could render to God, and his new adopted 
country: education being then at a very low ebb. ‘There ap- 
peared, in his apprehenfion, a very large field for the propaga- 
tion of the gofpel, could a fufficient number of faithful labour- 
ers be found for fo great a harveft. A learned miniftry, he 
well knew, was necefflary to the fure foundation of the church of 
Chrift, efpecially in a new country, fo peculiarly expofed to 
every invader, and where the enemy might fo fuccefsfully fow 
tares among the wheat. In purfuance of this defign, he eftablith- 
ed an academy, and built a houfe, fince known by the name of 


the log-college. 
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Soon after his arrival in Bucks county, on full confideration, 
he left the church of England, and, to enlarge his {phere of ufe- 
fulnefs, determined to join the Prefbyterian church. Accord- 
ingly, he applied to the fynod of Philadelphia for admiffion in- 
to ‘their communion ; and, on due examination, and comply- 
ing with their ftated rules, he was very cordially received. At 
the firft meeting of the fynod afterwards, he addreffed that 
venerable body, in an elegant Latin oration, which added great. 
ly to his celebrity, and increafed the hopes of his friends as to 
the fuccefs of the inftitution he had founded. To ere& and 
fupport fuch an important feminary of learning, out of his own 
private purfe, at that early period, in a new country juft rifing 
from a favage wildernefs, and to devote himfelf to fo fevere a 
fervice, in addition to his paftoral charge, was a boon to his 
generation, that at this day cannot be eafily nor fufficiently 
appreciated. 

His expectations, in a few years, were more than realized, 
In this inftitution the principal men of the day, and many of the 
Prefbyterian clergy, were educated, and added greatly to the in- 
creafe and ufefulnefs of their churches. The late Rev. Mefirs. 
Rowland, Campbell, Lawrence, Beatty, Robinfon, and Samuel 
Blair, with many others, were among the number of his pupils, 
and thought themfelves honoured by being confidered as fons 
of this humble feminary. Here alfo his own four fons received 
their education, and were prepared for their important fervices. 
Had thefe been the only fruits of that infant academy, America 
would have reafon to rejoice, and to render thanks to that 
God, who directed this gentleman to vifit her fhores. 

His fecond fon, W1t114M, who is the fubject of thefe fketch- 
es, was born on the 3d day of June, 1705, in the county of An- 
trim, in Ireland, and was juft turned of thirteen years when he 
arrived in America. He applied himfelf, with much zeal and 
induftry, to his ftudies, and made great proficiency in the lan- 
guages, particularly in the Latin. Being early imprefled with 
a deep fenfe of divine things, he foon determined to follow the 
example of his father and elder brother by devoting himfelf to 
the fervice of God in the miniftry of the gofpel. His brother 
Gilbert being called to the paftoral charge of the church at 
New Brunfwick, in New Jerfey, and making a very confidera- 
ble figure as a ufeful and popular preacher ; William deter- 
mined, as he had completed his courfe in the languages, to 
ftudy divinity under his brother. Accordingly he left his fa- 
ther’s houfe, with his confent and by his advice, and went to 
New Brunfwick. At his departure from home, which was con- 
fidered as his fetting out in life, his father addrefled him with 

reat affection, commending him to the favour and prote¢tion 
of that God, from whom he himfelf had received fo much mer- 
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cy, and who had direéted him in all his migrations. He gave 
him a fisall fum of money, as the amount of all he could do 
for him, telling him that if he behaved’ well and did his duty, 
this was an ample provifion for him ; and if he fhould act other- 
wife, and prove ungrateful to a kind and gracious God, it was 
too much, and more than he deferved. ‘Thus, with a pittance, 
and the bleffing of a pious and affectionate parent, of more confe- 
quence than thoufands of pounds, the young ftudent fet out in 
the world. 

After a regular courfe of ftudy in theology, Mr. Tennent was 
preparing for his examination by the prefbytery, as a candi- 
date for the gofpel miniftry. His intenfe application affected his 
a and brought on a pain in his breaft and a flight heétic. 

e foon became emaciated, and at length was like a living fkel- 
eton. His life was now threatened. He was attended by a 
phyfician, a young gentleman who was attached to him by the 
ftricteft and warmeltt friendfhip. He grew worfe and worte, 
till little hope of life was left. In this fituation his fpirits fail- 
ed him, and he began to entertain doubts of his final happinefs. 
He was converfing, one morning, with his brother, in Latin, 
on the ftate of his foul, when he fainted and died away. Af.’ 
ter the ufual time, he was laid out ona board, according to 
the common practice of the country, and the neighbourhood 
were invited to attend his funeral on the next day. In the 
evening, his phyfician and friend returned from a ride into the 
country, and was afflicted beyond meafure at the news of his 
death. Hecould not be perfuaded that it was certain ; and on 
being told that one of the perfons who had affifted in laying 
out the body thought he had obferved a little tremor of the 
flefh under the arm, although the body was cold and ftiff, he 
endeavoured to afcertain the fa&t. He firft put his own hand 
into warm water to make it as fenfible as pofflible, and then 
felt under the arm, and at the heart, and affirmed that he felt 
an unufual warmth, though no one elfe could. He had the 
body reftored to a warm bed, and infifted that the people, who 
had been invited to the funeral, fhould be requefted not to at- 
tend. To this, the brother objected as abfurd, the eyes being 
funk, the lips difcoloured, and the whole body cold and ftiff. 
However, the dottor finally prevailed ; and all probable means 
were ufed, to difcover fymptoms of returning life. But the 
third day arrived, and no hopes were entertained of fuccefs but 
by the doétor, who never left him night nor day. The people 
were again invited, and aflembled to attend the funeral. The 
doctor till objeéted, and at laft confined his requeft for delay to 
one hour, then to half an hour, and finally to a quarter of an 
hour. He had difcovered that the tongue was much {woln, 
and threatened to crack. He was endeavouring to foften it, 


by 
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by fome emollient ointment put upon it with a feather, when 
the brother came in, about the expiration of the laft period, 
and miftaking what the doétor was doing, for an attempt to 
feed him, manifefted fome refentment, and in a fpirited tone, 
faid, “ It is fhameful to be feeding a lifelefs corpfe ;”” and in- 
fitted, with earneftnefs, that the funeral fhould immediately 
proceed. At this critical and important moment, the body, to 
the great alarm and aftonifhment of all prefent, opened its eyes, 
gave a dreadful groan, and funk again into apparent death. This 
put an end to all thoughts of burying him, and every effort was a- 
gain employed in hopes of bringing about a fpeedy refufcita- 
tion. In about an hour, the eyes again opened, a heavy 
groan proceeded from the body, and again all appearance of 
animation vanifhed. In another hour life feemed to return 
with more power, and a complete revival took place, to the 
great joy of the family and friends, and to the no fmall afton- 
ifhment and conviétion of very many who had been ridiculing 

the idea of reftoring to life a dead body. | 
Mr. Tennent continued in fo weak and low a ftate for fix weeks, 
that great doubts were entertained of his final recovery. How- 
ever, after that period, he recovered much fafter, but it was 
about twelve months before he was completely reftored. Af- 
ter he was able to walk the room, and to take notice of what 
affed around him, on a Sunday afternoon, his filter, who had 
ftaid from church to attend him, was reading in the Bible, 
when he took notice of it, and afked her what fhe had in her 
hand. She anfwered that fhe was reading the Bible. He re- 
plied, “ What is the Bible ? I know not what you mean.” This 
affected the fifter fo much that fhe burft into tears, and inform, 
ed him, that he was once well acquainted with it. On her re- 
porting this to the brother when he returned, Mr. Tennent was 
found, upon examination, to be totally ignorant of every tranf- 
aétion of his life previous to his ficknefs. He could not read 
a fingle word, neither did he feem to have any idea of what it 
meant. As foon as he became capable of attention, he was 
taught to read and write, as children are ufually taught, and 
afterwards began to learn the Latin language under the tuition 
of his brother. One day as he was reciting a leflon in Corne- 
lius Nepos, he fuddenly ftarted, clapped his hand to his head, as 
if fomething had hurt him, and made a paufe. _His brother 
afking him what was the matter, he faid, that he felt a fudden 
fhock in his head, and it now feemed to him as if he had read 
that book before. By degrees his recollection was reftored, and 
he could fpeak the Latin as fluently as before his ficknefs. His 
‘memory fo completely revived, that he gained a perfect knowl- 
edge of the pat tranfactions of his life, as if no difficulty had 
previoufly occurred. This event, at the time, made a ~~ 
erable 
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erable noife, and afforded, not only matter of ferious contem- 
plation to the devout Chriftian, efpecially when connected with 
what follows in this narration, but furnifhed a fubjec&t of deep 
inveftigation and learned inquiry to the real philofopher and 
curious anatomitt. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Driginal Communications. 


—————— 


“GOD IS WITH US.” 


HE mode of the divine exiftence is a myftery, which it is 
probable we never cancomprehend. The omniprefence 
of Deity isa doétrine, generally believed, never underftood, 
and incapable of being explained. But however myfterious, it 
is ftill agreeable to the dictates of reafon, and derives addi- 
tional and convincing evidence from Revelation. It is a fen- 
timent, calculated to imprefs the mind with reverence, to ex- 
cite admiration, and to operate powerfully on the heart. The 
beneficial effeéts, which it produces, are perhaps very few. 
God does not prefent himfelf as an object of fight ; he is vifi- 
ble only to the mental eye. For this reafon he is more eafily 
banifhed from the thoughts, while fenfible objects find ready 
admittance. If men do not realize, that God, though invifi- 
ble, is really and conftantly prefent with them, it is not rea- 
fonable to fuppofe, that this fentiment fhould produce any 
good effect on their characters. While this truth is kept out 
of view, the prefence of Deity will not infpire with reverential 
fear, nor deter from fin, any more than the prefence of a man, 
who fhould be unperceived. 

With all beings, whatever their charaéer and condition, 
God is continually prefent. The moft diftant regions, the 
moft obfcure ftations cannot conceal from his penetrating eye. 
This is beautifully illuftrated by the pious Pfalmift. “ Whith- 
er fhall I go from thy Spirit ; or whither fhall I flee from thy 
prefence? If I afcend up into heaven, thou art there; if [ 
make my bed in hell, behold thou art there. If I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermoft parts of the 
fea, even there fhall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand fhall 
hold me. If I fay, furely the darknefs fhall cover me, even 
the night fhall be light about me. Yea, the darknefs hideth 
not from thee, but the night fhineth as the day; the darknefs 
and the light are both alike to thee.” 

The 
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The prefence of God in this fenfe is not confidered as a pe- 
culiar favour. It is granted equally to friends and enemies, to 
the virtuous and vicious. It is an effential attribute of Deity, 
not a token of his love. It may indeed infpire his friends with 
confidence, to reflect that the God, who loves them, is always 
prefent to fupport and prote& them. On the other hand the 
finner may well be filled with terror in view of a truth, which 
places him with all his criminality under the conftant infpection 
of his final Judge. “There is no darknefs or fhadow of 
death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themfelves’”’ 
from the prefence of that God, whofe eyes “are in every 
place, behoiding the evil and the good.”? However, the con- 
folation, which the righteous derive from this fentiment, and 
the terror, which it is calculated to excite in the minds of the 
wicked, feem not to refult merely from the prefence of God, 
but alfo from his peculiar feelings toward thefe different char- 
acters. 

This leads us to remark, that there is an important fenfe in 
which God is with the righteous, but not with the wicked. 
When our Saviour commanded his difciples to preach the gof- 
pel to all nations, he gave them this animating promife ; “ Lo, 
1 am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”” This 
promife includes fomething more than his prefence, which ne- 
ceflarily refults from his divinity. lt gave them reafon to ex- 
pect his afliftance, protection, and blefling, and thus was a 
proper foundation for their confidence and joy amid all the 
fufferings, which they endured. When in diltrefs, the Pialm- 

ut, under a firm perfuafion of divine prefence and fupport, 
fays, “ The Lord is on my fide, I will not fear.” The fame 
tran in God is exercifed, and may with propriety be exprefled 
by every faint, even in the moft difficult circumftances, and un- 
der the moft afflictive events. The prophet Ifaiah, under a full 
conviction, that God would defend and fave his own people, 
tells the enemies of God, that all their attempts to deftroy his 
kingdom will prove ineffectual, that all their affociations fhall 
be broken, and all their defigns frultrated. 
. God has engaged to defend his caufe, and in vain do his ad- 
verfaries attempt to oppofe.. Their oppofition, far from de- 
feating the divine plan, will be made fubfervient to God’s gle- 
ry, and will fink themin ruin. God has given his friends the 
firmeft ground for confidence. By an infpired apoltle he has 
affured them, “that all things work together for good to 
them, that love God ; to them, who are the called according to 
his purpofe.”” He has declared, that nothing “ fhall be able 
to feparate them from the love of God, which is in Chrift Je- 
fus our Lord.” Many more like precious promifes might be 
mentioned, which are calculated at all times to chees and ani- 
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mate the Chriftian. So that he may well exclaim, “If God be 
for me, who can be again{ft me ?” The friends of Chrift have 
the greateft reafon to adopt the language of the prophet, “* God 
is with us.” They may add, his caufe is our caufe; he will 
fupport it. The combined powers of earth and hell fhall be 
crufhed ; the adverfaries fhall be buried forever under the ru- 
ins of their own kingdom. . 

In view of thefe remarks we may perceive the different feel- 
ings of God toward his friends and enemies. His gracious 
promifes to the former fhow, that he delights in them, and that 
nothing fhall ever deprive them of his affectionate regard. In 
the latter he has no complacency. Their characters are odious 
in his view ; he hates thie workers of iniquity. No matter 
how pleafing they are im the fight of men, or iow regular their 
external conduct. If their hearts, their difpofitions, are not 
conformable to the law of God, in vain do they attempt to 
pleafe him. In order to know the feelings of God toward the 
wicked, we have only to recur to the terrible punifhments, with 
which they are threatened. ‘“ There is no peace, faith my God, 
to the wicked.” Well might they tremble in view of thofe 
things, which are coming vpon them. Deprived of all earth- 
ly comforts, where can they feek refuge ? Without a friend 
in the univerfe, they mutt bid adieu to all confolation, and lie 
down in forrow. Let finners take warning, before it is too 
late, and prepare for thofe interefting fcenes, through which 
they muft pafs. NEOTEROS. 





ON THE IRREGULARITY ATTENDING ORDINATIONS. 


THE levity and confufion, which not uncommonly attend 
ordinations, have frequently been remarked with regret. That 
‘a ceremony, in every view fo folemn and fo interetting, fhould 
fo frequently be made the occafion of revelry, profanenefs and 
intemperance, is truly lamentable. ‘Though it may be in vain 
to expect a reformation among the thoughtlefs, the giddy and 
the profane, who generally affemble on fuch occafions to grat- 
ify their corrupt propenfities ; yet furely better things may be 
expected of profeffors, than that they fhould fet the world an 
example of thoughtleffnefs and levity during the folemn tranfac- 
tions of an ordination. Such an example, we remark with for- 
row, is too often exhibited. 

It is believed, that only the mention of fuch lightnefs and 
inattention will fuggeft to every confiderate mind, how improp- 
er and criminal they are upon fuch occafions. Itis not the de- 


fign of thefe remarks to propofe any methad to enfure a reform 
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of the evil mentioned ; but it may be queried, whether fome- 
thing of this nature might not, and ought not to be done by 
thofe, who feed the churches ! ‘The evil feems of a nature too 
ferious to be treated with negleé&t. That fuch condué as has 
been mentioned is improper, every one, probably, will allow. 
If argument in this cafe be not quite unneceflary, the following 
confiderations may perhaps have fome weight. 

ift. Inattention, intemperance, jefting, and every fpecies of 
levity are highly improper and unbecoming in religious peo- 
ple at ordinations, becaufe the tranfactions of fuch occafions 
have immediate reference to God and Chrift. In the ceremo- 
ny of ordaining, the houfehold of Chrilt receives from him a 
fteward of the manifold grace of God. In performing this 
ceremony God is addrefied in prayer, his praifes are fung, and 
the truths of his word difpenfed. Reverence and folemnity be- 
come worms of the dult in approaching their Creator. And 
fince the fervices of ordination have immediate reference to 
God, is not the conduét, upon which we animadvert, highly 
unreafonable and irreverent ? Does it not betoken a criminal 
difrefpect of the divine Majefty ? 

2nd. The folemnities of an ordination have refpect to judg- 
ment and to eternity. This is true indeed of every action in 
life ; but it may with peculiar propriety be obferved of religious 
performances. The final retribution and eternal ftate of ma- 
ny fouls are nearly confiected with the tranfactions of an ordina- 
tion day. To mingle levity with concerns of fuch confequence 
is inconfiftent with that uniformity of character, which Scrip- 
ture and reafon require. It is carrying modern vivacity too far. 

3d. Serioufnefs and devotion become all religious people on 
fuch occafions, from a confideration how much the fettlement 
of a minifter may affect the ftate of the church. As in the 
common events of Providence, fo in the advancement of his 
{piritual kingdom, God works by the medium of inftruments. 
Minifters are his ordinary inftruments in the converfion of fin- 
ners, the edification of the faints, and the upbuilding of Zion. 
Publicly to fet apart a man to this momentous work isa tranf- 
action peculiarly adapted to ftrike the mind of a Chriftian with 
folemnity, and fix his attention on the interefts of Zion. 

4th. A regard for the paftor elect ought to reprefs every ex- 
preflion of levity. Ifhe bea man of fenfibility, as muft be fup- 
pofed, and realizes the folemn engagements, into which he is 
publicly entering ; the conduct under confideration muft be 
difagreeable to him; as it indicates feelings totally unlike his, 
and fhews that want of Chriftian refpect, to which the import- 
ance of his fituation gives him a fingular claim. 

sth. Such an intereft, as becomes Chriftians to take in the 
welfare of the indivjdual church, immediately concerned in the 

ordination, 
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ordination, is inconfiftent with all thoughtlefs mirth. The 
members of a church, in receiving a paftor to lead, and guide, 
and feed them, mutt have fenfations peculiar to fuch a pleafing, 
eventful, folemn occafion. Their hearts alternately throb with 
benevolent anxiety, expectation, gratitude, and joy. And 
Chriftians, who are providentially prefent, ought to poffefs fel- 
low feelings for their brethren, unite prayers with them, and 
participate in their religious joy. 
6th. If Chriftians at fuch feafons indulge themfelves in difor- 
der, mirth, and riot, nothing can reafonably be expected to be 
done to reftrain the irregularity, debauchery, aud excefs of the 
irreligious, who commenly plead the behaviour of Chriftians to 
juftify their condu&. When the enemies of Chrift obferve fuch 
condu¢t in profefled friends, will they not take occafion to fpeak 
reproachfully of his religion, traduce his inftitutions of worthip, 
and mock at the fuppofed danger of their fituation? It ought to 
be a fubject of deep regret, that Chrift is fo often wounded in 
the houfe of his friends ; that thofe, who profefs his name, do not 
more commonly imbibe his fpirit, and imitate his example. If 
the folemn tranfactions of an ordination day cannot reftrain the 
jevity of Chriftians, what opinion are we to fuppofe the world 
will entertain of religious rites and inftitutions? Yea, of religion 
itfelf, and its divine Author ? 
7th. The precepts of Scripture require Chriftians always to be 
watchful, circum{pe¢t, and prayerful ; to let all things be done 
decently and in order. With how much additional force fuch 
directions ought to be applied to the behaviour of Chriftians on 
the day of ordination, every one mutt judge. 


* ADELPHUS. 





LETTZR ON ROMANS IX. 23. 
» APRIL 2, 1806. 





My pear Frienp, 

HOW pleafant and animating are the intercourfe and com- 
munion of Chriftian friends! Your letter of laft month afford- 
ed me much pleafure, for which you will accept my fincere 
thanks. ‘To pay that attention to it, which it juftly claims, will 
not, at prefent, be in my power, as it is my principal objeét, in 
compliance with your requeft, to give you “my thoughts” on 
Rom. ix. 23. ‘ And that he might make known the riches of 
his glory on the veflels of mercy, which he had afore prepared 
unto glory.” 

This paflage is highly interefting and important. It contains 
the deep and the glorious things of God. Fully to compre- 
hend and thoroughly to fathom them, is beyond the ability of 
{ men 
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men and of angels. How infinitely fhort, then, of doing the 
fubject jultice, will be my feeble attempt! All that I can flat- 
ter myfelf, or encourage you to hope, with refpect to the fubje&t 
is, that a few things, in reference to it, may be exhibited, 
which will convey fome faint glimmerings of light. I pray 
God to enlighten my mind and direct my pen. 

In the chapter, from which the paflage under confideration 
is felected, the divine fovereignty is delineated in very ftrong and 
legible characters ; a /ubjed, to which the proud and unrenewed 
heart is moft fixedly oppofed, and againft which it is ever prone 
to object and cavil. Such a heart is always ready to fay, “ If 
God aéts the part of a fovereign, and does as he will with his 
creatures, having mercy on whom he will have mercy, &c. ; if 
God is the great potter and creatures the clay; if he forms 
his veffels and difpofes of them according to his fovereign 
pleafure, why does he find fault with them? for who hath re- 
lifted his will ?”? 

The paflage to be examined, in connexion with that, which 
immediately precedes it, may be confidered: as a reply to fuch 
cavils, and a reproof to the cavillers. ‘“ What if God, willing 
to fhew his wrath and to make his power known, endured, with 
much long fuffering, the veflels of wrath fitted to deftrugtion : 
And that he might make known the riches of his glory on the 
veffels of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory.” 
As if the apoftle had faid, ‘‘ Thefe things, the fovereign God 
has a right to do, nor have his rational creatures any ju 
ground of complaint. Veflels of wrath are deferving of wrath, 
and fitted to deftruétion. It is, therefore, perfe@tly right that 
they fhould be put to that ufe for which they are fitted. And 
what if God make known the riches of his glory on veflels of 
mercy, &c. has he not a right to difpofe of his mercies as he 
pleafes? Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? Who 
art thou, O man, that replieft againft God ?” 

I fhall now attend, more particularly, to the paflage in quef- 
tion, and for the fake of method, endeavour to fhew, 

1. Who are intended by veflels of mercy. 

2. What is to be underftood by their having been afore pre- 
pared unto glory. 

3. What is meant by God’s making known upon them the 
riches of his glory. 

1. Who are intended by veffels of mercy? In a general 
fenfe, all mankind, in a ftate of probation, are vefleis of mercy. 
The meaning of the word mercy, with application to God, is 
favour, in relation to undeferving and ill-deferving creatures. 
When God treats beings better than they deferve, he deals with 
them in a way of mercy. He thus deals with all his probation- 


ary creatures ; of courfe they are, in a general fenfe, veflels or 
fubjects 
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fubjeéts of mercy. But by vefféls of mercy, in the paflage un- 
der confideration, we are not to underftand all mankind indif- 
criminately, but perfons of a particular defcription. They are 
perfons of a different defcription from thofe, mentioned in verfe 
22, as veflels of wrath, fitted to deftruction. They intend, as I 
believe, the elect of God, or thofe, whom God chofe, before the 
foundation of the world, to make them heirs of, and meet for, 
eternal falvation, in his own due time. Paul was a choien 
veffel, a veflel of mercy, before he was made a willing fubjec&t 
of the grace of God, in the day of his power. As he was long 
before, even from eternity, ordained unto eternal life, it is prop- 
er to fpeak of him, in a qualified fenfe, as a veflel of mercy, 
even while he was breathing out threatening and flaughter 
againft the church of Chrift ; becaufe, even then, God had fav- 
ing mercy in ftore for him. Thefe obfervations will apply to 
the whole eleé& world before they become the fubjects of true 
religion. But by veflels of mercy, thofe are, probably, more 
immediately intended, who are now the fubjects of divine and dif- 
criminating grace ; the children of God, the difciples of Chrift. 
It is to be inquired, 

2. What we are to underftand by veilels of mercy having been 
afore prepared unto glory. By glory, in the paflage we are confid- 
ering, may be meant regeneration, or the converfion of the foul 
to God. The converfion of eleé fouls, or their being brought 
out of darknefs into marvellous light, is a very great, wonderful 
and glorious event. Itisan event, unfpeakably joyful and glo- 
rious to the fubjeéts of it.. But by glory we are, I apprehend, 
more efpecially to underftand the heavenly world, the abode of 
the bleiled, or the things prepared and laid up, in that world, 
for the children of God. Whether we underftand the word 
glory, in either, or in each of thefe fenfes, it is obvious to ob- 
ferve, that the veffels of mercy are afore prepared untoit. God, 
previoufly, or beforehand, prepares them for it. By the won. | 
derful plan of redemption, which God concerted and eftablifhed 
in the years of eternity, he prepared the way to bring, in a con- 
fiftent and honourable way, many fons and daughters unto glo- 
ry. Even then, he eleéted a definite number from the corrupt- 
ed und ruined mafs of mankind to eternal life, in Jefus Chrift, his 
eternal Son. Thefe are {fpoken of as having been ordained: un- 
to eternal life ; as given to Chrift, in the covenant of redemp- 
tion, before the foundation of the world ; and’ as having their 
names written in the Lamb’s book of life. In this fenfe, were 
veflels of mercy afore prepared unto glory. In this way did 
God, beforehand, even before the foundation of the world, 
make preparation for the glorious event of their converfion and 
everlafting falvation. 

But confidering the term glory, as limited, in its mean- 
ing, to the future recompenfe of reward, it is to be ob- 


ferved, 
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ferved, that veflels of mercy are aforé prepared unto this, by 
their regeneration or converfion to God. Except a man be 
born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. Nota 
foul will or can pafs through the gate into the glorious city of 
the living God, without having previoufly pailed through the 
gate of regeneration. But by pafling this gate, or experiencing 
a thorough change of heart, veffels of mercy become prepared 
unto glory, or are made meet for the enjoyment of the bleffed 
God in heaven. 

And thus are they prepared by almighty power and all con- 
quering grace. God is the prime agent in the work; he is the 
glorious efficient caufe. He worketh in veffels of mercy, both 
to will and to do of his own good pleafure. They are his work- 
manthip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good works. They are 
born again, not of corruptible feed, but of incorruptible; not 
of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
This great and glorious work, we find every where in 
the divine writings, afcribed to a fupernatural power, or the 
divine agency. Veflels of mercy are never prepared unto glo- 
ry, they never become willing to be fharers in the glorious in- 
heritance of faints in light, till they are made fo in the day of 
God’s power. 

But however God is the great efficient caufe of this glorious 
work, it isto be obferved, that he makes ufe of means, or inftru- 
ments, in the accomplifhment of it. Various, and fometimes the 
moft unpromifing, and feemingly contemptible, are the means, 
which he ufes to bring finners to himfelf, in regeneration, that 
contempt might, hereby, be poured on human pride and vaia 
confidence, and that the excellency and glory of the power 
might, manifeftly, be of God. It is, however, particularly to 
be obferved, that notwithftanding God is the great efficient 
caufe of regeneration, and of every ftep that is taken to prepare 
veffels of mercy unto glory; yet he does not, in the lealt de- 
gree, interfere with the agency of the fubjects ; for while he 
worketh in them both to will and to do, they work, freely work 
out their own falvation with fear and trembling. Before re- 
generation they act freely, and in the firft a@ or exercife of re- 
generation, and through the whole progrefs of it, to the end of 
their lives, they do the fame; they a@ with perfect freedom. 
Although God originates or caufes all their holy exercifes, yet 
thefe exercifes are their own free or voluntary exercifes. ‘To 
explain this fubject in a perfeQly clear and fatisfactory manner, 1s 
difficult, perhaps impoflible. If experience and obfervation do 
not convince us that the creature is thus dependent, and yet a 
free and voluntary agent in regeneration, nod reafoning on the 
fubject, however elaborate and corres, would be likely to carry 
conviction to our minds. Inthe 
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3d place, It isto be inquired, what is meant by God’s mak- 
ing known, on veflels of mercy, the riches of his glory. 

The riches of God’s glory, as ufed in the paflage under con- 
fideration, conveys the tame idea, I apprehend, as the expref- 
fion, his glorious grace, or the riches of his grace. Grace, as 
I have before obferved, is the beftowment of favour on an un- 
deferving creature, or the treating of him better than he deferves. 
Hence, when God appears favourable to vetiels of mercy in 
making them new creatures, and thus preparing them for his 
kingdom of glory, he then makes them the iubjects of his grace, 
and this grace is difcriminating, wonderful, rich and glorious. 
By making known the riches of his glory or grace on veflels of 
mercy, may, perhaps, imply nothing more than his making 
them the fubjects of his faving grace, and training them up by 
the methods of his providence, and the influences of his Spirit, 
to everlafting glory. But feveral things, included in this gener- 
al idea, may be worthy of particular remark: and firlt, the 
magnitude and abundance of this grace or glory. God’s mer- 
ciful conduct towards veflels of mercy is called the riches of his 

lory. 

’ The riches of the divine glory or grace will appear from con- 
fidering the chara&ers on which they are beftowed ; the charader of 
Him by whom they are beftowed; and from the things implied in 
them. 'The charaéters on which they are beftowed, are creatures 
inconceivably finful and ill deferving. Vefiels of mercy, before 
regeneration, are God’s enemies, and entirely fo. They are fix- 
edly oppofed to his character, law and government. And 
even God’s merciful dealings with them, in effecting their con- 

verfion, they oppofe and refift with all their might, till the great 
and glorious work is accomplifhed. 

The author of this grace is that Being, whofe greatnefs fills 
immenfity, whofe glory is too refplendent, in its full blaze, to 
be feen by mortal eye, and whofe grandeur and majelty are fuch, 
that all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them are, 
in comparifon with them, as nothing, leis than nothing and 
vanity. 

The nature or properties of the riches of this glory or grace 
are fuch, as toreftore fight to the morally blind, hearing to the 
deaf, Knowledge to the fimple, beauty to the deformed, cloth 

ing to the naked, food to the hungry, wealth to the poor, iad 
life to the dead. Nor will thefe ipiritual bleffings ever be loft 
er fuffer eventual decay. They will ftrengthen and increaie, 
affording to the fubjects of them joy, which is everlafting, un- 
ipeakable, and full of glory. Theie things confidered, how un- 
{peakably great do appear the riches of divine glory, or gr ace, 
beltowed or made known upon the veilels of mercy ! O, who 
can fufficiently admire thefe indeferibable riches! To admire, 


ie 
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to celebrate and adore them, eternity itfelf will but barely fuf- 
fice, to redeemed fouls. 

By the riches of God’s glory or grace being made known 
on veflels of mercy, may imply, /econdly, that the work of divine 
grace upon the foul, in regeneration, is a work manifefted to that 
joul. Incalling home eleét fouls to himfelf, God produces in 
them a meral change, fo great and wonderful, as fitly to be 
denominated a new creation. By this change their views, 
affections, and defires, with relation to divine things, are fo alter- 
ed, that they, in a moral fenfe, become new creatures, and are 

rought from a ftate of darknefs into marvellous light. In this 
way God makes fuch manifettations to them, as that they can- 
not but be fenfible, that fomething great and wonderful is 
done for them, and wrought in them. The change they per- 
ceive, although they may not be fully fatisfied that it is regen- 
eration, or a faving change; but it is not unfrequently the 
cafe, that the Spirit of God bears fuch witnefs with their fpirits, 
that they are indeed favingly renewed in the fpirit of their 
minds, as that they enjoy a high degree of the affurance of faith 
and of hope. 

By the riches of divine glory, or grace, being made known on 
veffels of mercy, may imply, thirdly, that when God brings 
them home to himfelf, in the great and glorious work of re- 
generation, this event is manifeft or vifible to others. Regen- 
eration produces fo great an alteration in the fubjeéts of it, that 
it will, more or lefs, be noticed by others. If previcufly to this 
period they had been vifibly diffipated, loofe and abandoned in 
their condu, the change will appear great and furprifing : but 
if their lives had been outwardly regular and blamelefs, yet, 
even in this cafe, a change of heart produces a vifible altera- 
tion in their difpofitions and appearance to all who are inti- 
mately acquainted with them. This change is, I apprehend, 
generally more noticeable when it takes place at a time of re- 
markable religious attention. If it take place at a period of 
general ftupidity, the fubjects. of it feel thofe reftraints upon 
their minds, operating to prevent a difcovery of the ftate of 
their fouls to others, which, at atime of general attention, are 
in a great meafure removed. Thus God makes known to 
others the riches of his glory or grace, on veffels of mercy, in 
their regeneration. This work is fo great, and produces fuch 
an alteration in the fubjeéts of it, that others cannot but fee and 
take knowledge of it. 

It may be obferved once more, 

Fourthly, That by the riches of divine glory or grace being 
made fnown on veflels of mercy, may intend the great and un- 
{peakable diftinction, which will be fhewn them, at the day of 
judgment, and in the endlefs ages of eternity. At the our 
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and tremendous day of judgment, when the ungodly will 
be clothed with fhame, contempt, and anguifh, and when, in 
the view of the aflembled univerfe, they will be doomed to the 
regions of everlafting darknefs and defpair, veflels of mercy will 
lift up their heads with gladnefs, and be welcomed to the joys 
of their Lord, into that kingdom, which was prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world, when they will come into 
poffeflion of an eternal we ght of glory. 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. What thanks are due to God, that there are any, among 
the fallen race of Adam, who are veflels of mercy afore prepar- 
ed unto glory! Who were chofen in, and given to Chrilt, before 
the foundation of the world. When God, in the years of eter- 
nity, elected a number to be veffels of mercy, from among the 
corrupted and ruined race of mankind, he forefaw them like 
others, to be dead in trefpaffes auu fins, jultly expofed to ever- 
lafting ruin, and under ientence of righteous condemnation. 
And what reafon can be afligned, why he might not, on princi- 
ples of juftice, have left them to fuffer all the curfes con- 
tained in his violated law? What reafon can be afligned, why 
they might not be deftined to chains of everlafling darknefs, as 
were myriads of angels, who kept not their firft eftate? But if 
God were under no obligation, on the footing of juftice, to 
elect any of the human race to eternal life, and prepare them 
unto glory, it appears, that election and all its glorious confe- 
quences are of mere grace, of fovereign mercy. Befides, had 
not God eleéted a number to eternal life, and determined to 
difplay the riches of his glory upon them, none of the human 
race would be faved. Glory, then, to God in the higheit, 
that he has been mercifully pleafed to prepare, beforehand, a 
part of finful mankind unto glory ! 

2. On what ground can any reafonable objection be urged 
againft the divine conduct, in making the difcrimination we 
have been confidering, among his creatures? Since God is un- 
der no obligation, on principles of mere juflice, to make any 
of the human race veflels. of mercy, and prepare them unto 
glory, he will certainly do no injury, either to you, or to me, or 
to any of our fellow finners, fhould he leave us and them to 
perifh in fin. Is it reafonable to cenfure the exercife of divine 
juttice ? Can it be right, in creatures, to be difpleafed with, and 
to oppofe it? Surely not. What then, if God, willing to 
ele&t a number of his finful creatures to eternal life, and to 
make known upon them the riches of his glory, who has a 
right to reply again{ft him, or impeach his conduct? Are crea- 
tures wifer than God? Are they more benevolent? Do they 
better know, than he, how to manage the affairs of his moral 
kingdom? Blind and arrogant mortals! be ftill, and know 
No. 1. Vol. IV. Cc that 
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that God is God ; that he has a right to difpenfe his favours 
as feemeth good in his fight, and to-do as he will with his own. 
Becaufe God’s counfel fhall ftand, and he will accomplifh all 
his pleafure, inftead of murmuring, it becomes us to rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad. 

3. How exceedingly criminal and impious is it, to oppofe 
the fovereignty of the bleffled God, in afore preparing fome of 
his creatures unto glory, and in making known upon them the 
riches of his grace, while he deals with the reft, according to 
the tenor of their own finful conduct? Does God, in condué- 
ing thus, act unrighteoufly, or does he deftroy or interfere 
with the freedom of his creatures? There is no propofition 
more true than this, that rational creatures, in all their moral 
conduct, act with the molt perfect freedom. This is a truth, to 
which our own experience and obfervation muft bear witnefs. 
Nor is any truth more certain, than, that he, who believeth, 
fhall be faved. Mutt not the deftruétion of all, then, who die 
‘in their fins, be chargeable upon themfelves, fince nothing but 
unbelief can deftroy them? Nothing, therefore, can be more 
criminal and impious than to reply againft God, and arraign 
his conduct, becaufe he makes known the riches of his glory on 
veflels of mercy, while he leaves the reft voluntarily to treafure 
up to themfelves wrath againft the day of wrath. 

When God makes known, on veflels of mercy, the rich- 
es of his glorious grace, how joyful is the event, as well to all 
the friends of Zion, who are witnefles of it, as to themfelves ! 
To behold the wonderful effects of divine power, in the conver- 
fion of finners, mult be a fubject, to the people of God, of ex- 
ceeding great joy. Nor does it make much difference with 
them, whether thefe diftinguifhed objects be high or low, rich 
or poor; whether they belong to their own families or the 
families of others ; or whether they be friends or foes. When 
they fee, ‘or think they fee, precious fouls become the fubjeés 
of divine and faving grace, be they who they will, their hearts 
bound with joy, nor can they refrain from praifing God on 
their behalf. 

5. Since God does as he will with his creatures ; fince he 
has an abfolute right thus to do, and fince to reply againft 
him, and cenfure his conduct, is moft prefumptuous guilt and 
wickednefs, let us, my dear friend, faithfully examine, what are 
our feelings towards this fovereign Lord God. Is it a fouroe 
of great joy and rejoicing to our fouls, that he holdeth the 
reins of univerfal government, and that we and all creatures 
are in his hands, and at his fovereign difpofal? that his coun- 
fel will fand, and that he will accomplifh his pleafure in every 
part of his boundlefs dominions? Can we truly fay, let God’s 
will be done, and we fhall be fatiefied? If fo, happy is our 

condition, 
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condition, and to God let all the glory be forever afcribed ; 
but if it be otherwife with us, muf{t we not conclude, that we 
are in a ftate of irreconciliation with God, and continually ex- 
pofed to the awful effects of his difpleafure? Will God, in 
mercy, keep us from felf-deception, teach us what is our real 
fituation, and duly affeét our hearts. 

Thus, my dear friend, according to your requeft, I have 
exprefled my fentiments on a highly important and intefelting 
paflage of Scripture. Although I have faid much more upon 
it than I defigned when I took my pen in hand, I am fenfible 
that I have fallen infinitely fhort of doing juftice to the fubjeét. 
If any thoughts have been exprefled, which will impart in- 
ftruction to your mind, or be inftrumental te your confolation 
and growth in grace, give God the glory. I pray God to take 
you, and the praying female fociety, of which you are a mem- 
ber, into his holy keeping, and that he will caufe your individ- 
wal, and united prayers, to avail much. 


Yours, with fincere efteem, NORVILLE. 
Religious Jntelligence. 





DOMESTIC. 


SEVENTH MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MIS.- 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 


HE Massacuusetts Missionary Society held its 
Seventh Annual Meeting in Bofton, May 27, 1806. As 
many members, of minifters and others, as ufual, were prefent 
to tranfact the interefting bufinefs of the inftitution. Previous 
fo entering on the bufinefs of the day, an appropriate prayer 
was made by the Rev. Dr. Emmons, Prelident, in which all 
appeared to join with that warm affection, which infpired the 
heart with a hope, that the Lord would {mile propitious on the 
miflionary exertions of the Society. 
The Report of the Truftees, agreeable to the Conftitution, 
was then read by the Secretary, which is as follows : 


ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Truftees of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 


THE Board of Truftees, charged wiih the management of 
the concerns of this Society for the year, which is now clofed, 
beg leave to communicate the following report of their pro- 


ceedings, and of the general ftate of the miflionary intereft. - 
At 
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At the commencement of the year, to meet; as far as in 
their power, a requeft from the Miflionary Society of the 
State of Rhode Ifland, they appointed the Rev. Mefirs. Niles, 
Sanford, Strong, Auftin and Dickinfon, to perform a miflion 
into that State, each for the term of fotr or five weeks, in fuch 
feafons, and under fuch an arrangement, as they fhould agree 
upon. They regret, however, the neceflity of obferving, that 
neither of thefe brethren, Mr. Auftin excepted, was able to 
comply with this appointment. 

The Rev. Jotham Sewall was appointed to perform miflion- 
ary fervice for the whole of the year, in fuch parts of the Dif- 
trict of Maine, as in his view ftood molt in need of affiltance 
from this Society. He accepted the appointment, but owing 
to particular circumftances, found it neceflary, or expedient, to 
terminate his miffion in the courfe of the autumn. His jour- 
nal has not been received ; but the following extracts from a 
letter, written by him to a member of this Board, may afford 
fatisfaction and encouragement. 

“The firft week I vifited a number of towns in the counties 
of Kennebec and Oxford. 

“Many fettlements in the upper part of thofe counties are 
very deftitute of preaching, and very much gratified when they 
have opportunity to enjoy it. 

« About the middle of July, I fet my face eaftward, and vif- 
ited a few back fettlements between the Kennebec and the Pe- 
nobfcot, where I found fome fpecial attention to religion, par- 
ticularly on Appleton-ridge, and at Daviftown. In the for- 
mer place there were faid to be nine new converts, the principal 
part of whom owed their awakening to a fermon preached 
there the fall before by one of your miflionaries, from the 
words of.our Lord, This day is falvation come to this houfe. Af- 
ter I paffed the Penobfcot, I vifited every town and plantation 
on the poft road from thence to Schoodic ; befides fallying out 
in a number of places to a confiderable diftance. The people 
on and ahout Paflamaquoddy Bay appeared to be very atten- 
tive to the gofpel, and are, in general, in a very deftitute fitua- 
tion. The miflionary labours, which have been enjoyed: in 
that region, have been greatly bleffed to the awakening and 
coaaies of precious fouls. When I returned to Dennyfville, 
I faw a man, who gave mea prefling invitation to go to 
Orangetown, which lies fouth of that place, where, he faid, no 
miffionary had ever been. He was 12 miles from home, and 
willingly fubjeéted himfelf to the inconvenience of returning in 
the night, for the fake of hearing one fermon ! 

‘¢T found, on my return to Daviltown, that the attention of 
the people had not abated, and had the fatisfaction to find a 
few inftances of hopeful converfion through my inftrumentali- 


ty. 
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ty. Here I fpent confiderable time, becaufe there was a 
‘‘ found in the tops of the mulberry trees.” 


‘In this eaftern region, I find the harvelt plenteous, and la- 


* bourers very few; but an encouraging circumftance in this 


connexion, is, that there are not a few, who pray the Lord of the 
harveft, that he would fend forth more labourers into his 
harvett. 

“From my own obfervation, I confidently believe, that the 
blefling of many, who were ready to perifh, will come on the 
Miflionary Societies. I fcarcely preached any where without 
finding fome pious perfons, who acknowledged fome miffiona- 
ry as their fpiritual father. 

“If the friends of our blefled Redeemer, who live remote 
from thefe deftitute corners of his vineyard, could know the 
joy and gratitude, which are ufually exprefled, when the 
‘poor have the gofpel preached to them,” they could never 
ceafe to contribute of their fubftance for the continuation of 
miffionary labours; and efpecially, they could never ceafe to 
pray, and befeech the God of all grace to accompany fuch la- 
bours with divine influence, that there may be fruit to the 
praife of the glory of his grace. 

“‘ Let all the houfe of Iirael know affuredly, that God loveth 
a cheerful giver ; “ that men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint,” and that “the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 
man availeth much.” Let me always remember this myfelf, 
and act under the influence of fuch a belief. May God prof- 
per his own work, build up Zion, and have all the glory.” 

The Rev. William Riddel was alfo chofen to perform mif- 
fionary fervice for the Society in the moft deftitute parts of that 
Diltrict for fix months. Mr. Riddel entered upon this mif- 
fion, but on account of particular circumftances, thought it his 
duty to relinquith it, after a fervice of eleven days. 

The Rev. Meffrs. David Smith and Jacob Cram were ap- 
pointed on a weftern miffion, to continue for the year. Mr. 
Smith has prefented his journal, extracts from which, giving a 
fuccinét account of his labours, have been publifhed in the 
Magazine, and are therefore fuppofed to be known to the 
Society. 

A general ftatement of Mr. Cram’s proceedings in the exe- 
cution of his miffion has been alfo exhibited through the fame 
medium. His courfe of fervice, by reafon of infirmity, was in- 


terrupted for a few weeks, but afterwards refumed and contin- 


ued to the clofe of the miflionary year. 

At the femi-annual meeting of the Board in November, 
they appointed the Rev. Thomas Holt to execute a miffion in 
the country lying upon Black River in the State of New-York, 
to continue till the annual meeting of the Society. He declin- 
ed, 
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ed accepting the appointment ; but the Rev. John Sawyer, ac- 
cording to a fubftitutional provifion, fpent about thirteen 
weeks on a miflionary tour into that country. From Mr. 
Sawyer’s journal, it appears, that he laboured with great dili- 
gence ; that throughout his tour, which for the time was very 
extenfive, he was very gratefully received ; that the field for 
miffionary labours is widening, and the call for miflionary ex- 
ertions is increafing. 

Mr. Auttin’s period of fervice was but four weeks. From 
his journal, it appears, that he met invariably with a kind and 
hofpitable reception ; that notwithftanding the known prejur 
dices of the inhabitants, generally, againft the Congregational 
minifters, and the eftablifhments of Maflachufetts, there was a 
defirable attention to his fervices, and that there is reafon to 
hope they had a falutary effeé. 

A letter has been received from the Conneéticut Miffionary 
Society, accompanied with a printed narrative of the progrefs 
of their miffionary labours. Another letter has been received 
from the Rev. George Burder, Secretary to the London Mif- 
fionary Society, accompanied with three pamphlets on the fub- 
ject of miffions, as they are conducted by that Society. Thefe 
letters are on file. 

It it apprehended that the Magazine, under the control of 
the Society, is proceeding with effential advantage to the in- 
terefts of truth, and in fubferviency to the object of this infti- 
tution. The contributions to the Society continue to be libe- 
ral, and inducements for the continuance of its laudable efforts, 
which have hitherto been evidently attended with the fmiles of 
the great Head of the church, are, in the opinion of the Board, 
by no means diminifhed. It is hoped thefe inducements will 
be felt, and that the Society will proceed in its united and vig- 
orous endeavours to advance a caufe, which is glorious in its 
nature, and deftined to an eventual triumph. , 

A true Copy. 
Atteft, SAMUEL AUSTIN, Secretary. 


After attending, with united zeal and great harmony, to the 
concerns of the Society, arrangements being made, and meth- 
ods adopted, calculated to promote the object of the inftitu- 
tion, the following officers were chefen for the enfuing year. 


The Rev. NATHANAEL EMMONS, D. D. of Franklin, 


PRESIDENT. 
The Rey. SAMUEL AUSTIN, of Worcefler, Secretary. 
Deacon JOHN SIMPKINS, of Boffon, Treasurer. 


The 











— init sdetlis: adesibain art wie 











1806. | Officers, Missionaries, ec. 23 


The President, ex-officio, 

The Rev. Meffrs. DAVID SANFORD, Medway, 7} 
DANIEL HOPKINS, Salem, | 
SAMUEL NILES, 4éimgton, { 
SAMUEL SPRING, Newburyport, 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, Worcefer, , 
JONATHAN STRONG, Randolp, | 
SAMUEL WORCESTER, Salem, | 
ELIJAH PARISH, Byfeld, | 
JACOB NORTON, Weymouth, | 
JOSEPH BARKER, Middleborough, } 


“SaaLsSaAyyT 


A Sermon was preached in the evening, in the meeting- 
houfe where the Rev. Dr. Eckley officiates, by the Rev. Jo- 
feph Barker, of Middleborough, from Pialm ]xvii. 7. God /ball 
ble/s us, and all the ends of the earth fhall fear him. 

A kiberal collection clofed the folemnities of the day. 


The miffionaries appointed by the Truftees for the current 
year are, 
The Rev. Mr. Cot, Rhode Ifland, 5 months. 
Mr. PetrinGate, welt, one year. 
Mr. Nicuots, welt, fix months. 
Mr. Tuurston, Maine, one year. 
Mr. Sawyer, Maine, eight months. 
Mr. Samuet Sewa tt, Maine, fix months. 


Rev. Jonathan Strong, of Randolph, is appointed fecond 
preacher for the next anniverfary. 


The publifhing Committee of the Magazine are defired, by 
the Society, to exprefs the gratitude of the feveral members 
to thofe generous individuals, and benevolent focieties, who, 
by their renewed donations, have manifefted their decided ap- 
probation of the exertions made to fpread the Redeemer’s 


kingdom, and the promotion of the falvation of our fellow- 
men. 


With peculiar pleafure we inform our connexions, that by 
the ‘addition of members; the increafe of our funds; the libe- 
ral Donations ; and the favourable accounts brought us by 
our returning miflionaries, the Society has the animating prof- 
pect of diffufing the precious truths of the glorious gofpel of 
the Lorp Jesus Curist among the inhabitants of the wilder- 
nefs, and thofe heathen tribes, who deferve our fympathy, and 
moft vigorous exertions to convey to their ears the glad 


tidings of SALVATION. 


-— —__ 


PROPAGATION 
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PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL. 


Philadelphia, Feb, 4th, 1806. 


To all who love the prosperity of Zion, and are disposed to aid in propagating 
the Gospel among the Heathen. 


THE fubfcriber, lately returned from a voyage to the Eaft 
Indies, touched in Europe, and was in London in Augutt last, 
where he received from the Baptift Miffionary Society in Eng- 
land for propagating the gofpel among the heathen, one thou- 
fand guineas, to be fent in the {pring to the Miflfionaries in Ben- 
gal, for the purpofe of printing the facred Scriptures in one of 
the languages of that country. There aye feven languages 
that the miflionaries there, aim to tranflate and publith the 
Scriptures in.. They have made fuch progrefs in three of them, 
that it is expected that the above fum will enable them to com- 
plete the work. The money is now in the hands of Roserr 
Ratston, Efquire, of Philadelphia, who will forward it in due 
time. Should any individual, fociety, or congregation of peo- 
ple in the United States of America, be difpofed to contribute 
to this good work, Mr. Raljflon will gladly receive whatever 
may be fent to him for that purpofe, and add to it the above 
fum, to be forwarded to the miflionaries at Seramporenear 
Calcutta. 


(Signed) Benyamin Wickes, Sen. Philadelphia, Nov. 4, 1805- 





We, whofe names are underwritten, minifters of the gof- 
pel in the city of Philadelphia, do hereby certify, that we are 
fully afcertained that the ftatement made by Capt. Wickes, in 
the foregoing advertifement, is perfectly corre. We alfo take 
the liberty refpectfully to recommend to the pious and the lib- 
eral of all denominations of Chriftians, in the United States, an 
attention to the important objects, which this advertifement 
holds up to their view. Nothing, it appears to us, can be more 
interefting toa truly benevolent mind. ‘The defign contem- 
plated, is not to diffeminate the favourite tenets of any par- 
ticular fect of Chriftians. It is to print and propagate, among 
a race of heathen, who are funk and degraded by the vileft 
and crueleft fyftem of fuperflition and idolatry, the pure word of 
eternal life contained in the Holy Scriptures, without any glofs or 
comment whatfoever. If this can be extenfively effected, the 
happieft confequences may be expected to follow ; fince the na- 
tives of India, unlike molt other pagans, are many of them able 
to read, and ftill more of them are difpofed earneltly to liften 
to what the Bible contains. Even the melioratfn of their con- 
dition in this life, by a knowledge and belief of the Scriptures, 

would 
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would be an event calculated to produce a lively joy, in every 
mind influenced by humanity: For their horrible fuperftition 
fubjects them unceafingly to the moft dreadful torments, and 
annually deprives a large number even of life itfelf. Butiin 
addition to this, how interelting mult be the thought to every 
truly pious mind, that many of thefe miferable creatures, by 
having a Bible in their hands, may not only better their world- 
ly condition, but become truly converted unto God, and through 
the merits of the Saviour, be raifed to eternal happinefs and 
glory. Among the many objects, which we know are now 
{oliciting the patronage of the pious and the liberal, thrcughout 
our country, we cannot but think, that this deferves a marked 
attention. Nor can we forbear to add, that we have good rea- 
fon to believe, that donations from the inhabitants of the United 
States, for the promotion of the defign which has been fpeci- 
fied, would greatly animate and encourage the worthy men, 
who are engaged in the tranflation of the Scriptures, by giving 
them a ftriking proof that their arduous work interetts the feel- 
ings, and is accompanied by the good withes of Chriftians, in 
every region, to which the knowledge of it has extended. 

Some other important confiderations, which it is hoped will 
as much encourage the liberality of the public, as they animate 
the hopes and labours of the miflionaries in India, ought to be 
briefly tated. At Serampore, the immediate feat of the mif- 
fion, there are a type foundery and printing preiles, together 
with a valuable library, confilling chiefly of books containing the 
various copies and readings of the Scriptures, with whatever 
can materially facilitate the labours of a tranilator. Learned 
natives can be procured to affift in the work; and the local fit- 
uation of the miffion is fuch, as will render its diflribution 
throughout India eafy and immediate. ‘The miflionaries them- 
ielves, (among whom is the laborious, learned, and pious Mr. 
Carey, Profeflor of Oriental languages, in the college of lort 
William, at Calcutta) have been fo long engaged in ftudying 
language, and in tranflating, that the employment has become 
in a great degree habitual. 

Seven languages are fpoken in India: the Ootkul, which 
prevails among iar millions of the inhabitants ; the Tedinga 
and Kurnata, each fpoken by about feven millions; the Mah- 
ratta, uled by eight millions five hundred thouland ; the Tamu/, 
by upwards of nine millions ; the Hindofanee, by at lealt forty - 
five millions ; and the Bengalee, in which the tranflation is al- 
ready completed, by a number of the inhabitants nearly equal. 
ling the population of the United States of America. The to- 
tal of the benighted idolaters of India equals about the one 
eighth of the whole race of men now dwelling on our globe. 
How animating the profpect, that the Holy Bible, by the efforts 
No. 1. Vol. 1V. D of 
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of pious Chriftians in Europe and America, is likely foon'te 
circulate among thefe millions of wretched people, by whom 
abfurd and injurious Vedas and Shaflers are now pronounced 


5 aie ! 

Afhbel Green, F. Henry C. Kelmuth, William Rogers, Fohn Hey, 
Fofeph Pilmore, Fames Gray, George Potts, William White, 
Fofeph Shaw, Samuel Helfenflein, Facob F. Faneway, William 
Colbert, William Staughton. 


*,* It is refpectfully fuggelfted, that as the feafon for the de- 
parture of the Calcutta {hips is faft approaching, whatever is 
done to promote the delign which has been f{pecified above, mult 
be done without delay ; and it is requefted, that the donations 
or collections which fhall be made throughout the Union, may 
be forwarded to any of the under-mentioned gentlemen, who 
will remit them to Mr. Rauston. 


The Rev. Dr. Rogers, the Rev. Mr. Williams, New-Yoré. 
The Rev. Dr. Stillman, the Rev. Dr. Eckley, Boffon. 

The Rev. Jofeph Buckminfter, Port/mouth, N. H. 

The Rev. Dr. Dwight, New. Haven. 

Mr. Gauladet, Hartford, Con. 

Rev. Dr. M‘Whorter, Newark, (n. 3.) 

The Rev. Mr. Clark, New-Brunfwick. 

The Rev. Mr. Ingles, the Rev. Mr. Richards, Baltimore. 
Jofeph Nourfe, Efq. Regifter of the U. S. Wajbington. 
The Rev. Dr. Muir, Alexandria. 

The Rev. Mr. Grigfby, Norfolk. 

The Rev. Dr. Furman, the Rev. Dr. Keith, Charlefton. 
The Rev. Mr. Clarkfon, the Rev. Mr. Clay, the Rev. Mr. Hol- 


combe, Savannah. 


| Bofton, April 21 ft, 1806. 

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE OF THE BOSTON ASSOCIATION OF 

MINISTERS. 

The letter refpeting the tranflation of the Striptures into feveral Eaft- 
ern Languages being laid before the Bofton Affociation, a Committee 
avas appointed to confider the fubje@, who after a careful inquiry of- 
fered the following report. 

Tue circulation of the Holy Scriptures through a large part 
of the Eaftern world is the obje& propofed by the tranflations, 
which this Affociation are defired to encourage. In addition to 
the general obligation, which is impofed on Chriftians, to dif- 
fufe the light of the gofpel, there are fome circumftances, which 
appear to recommend the Ealtern nations to particular regard. 
hey are in fome degree civilized, they poffefs written lan- 


guages, 
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guages, they are acceflible to Chriftians, and they muft receive 
much benefit or much injury from the Chriftian world. It is 
perfectly fafe to preach the gofpel amongft them. Ass farias 
the Scriptures have been difperfed, a general difpofition to read 
them has been exprefled. The increafing connexion between 
India and Chriftian nations will favour continued miflionary 
efforts, and’ the tranflations now made will be ufeful to future 
miffionaries, and in general to all Chriftians, who vifit the coun- 
try. Changes in the Eaft may be expected favourable to Chrif- 
tianity, particularly the decline of Mahometani{fm. 

The prefent tranflators appear to have fidelity and ability, 
and poffefs many advantages for tranflating and circulating the 
Scriptures. Mr. Carey, who fuperintends the work, is ac- 
quainted with Latin, Greek, Hebrew and, Sanfcrit, and many 
living languages of the Eaft and Welt. He has compofed 
grammars of the Sanfcrit, Bengalee and Mahratta languages, 
and begun a Sanfcrit dictionary. Marquis Wellefly appointed 
him to an honourable ftation in Fort William College at Cal- 
cutta, which appears to have been a very refpedtable inftitution. 
In the journals of the miflionaries, we find him quoting fome of 
the moft important critical works on the Scriptures ; and in notic- 
ing fome difficult paflages, he difcovers minute attention, and “a 
defire to make the tranilation as juft as poflible.” In his letters he 
fhows an obferving mind. He communicates many interefling 
remarks on the natural and moral ftate of the country, and ex- 
preffes a difpofition to diffufe the {ciences, as well as religion. 
An Englifh review, which difcovers no pariiality to the miffion 
in which Mr. Carey is engaged, {peaks of him as “an extraor- 
dinary man, who unites cool prudence and perfevering talents 
to the zeal of an apoltie.” The fame review, in {peaking of the 
miffionaries in general, fays that “ their zeal, fincerity and tal- 
ents cannot be queftioned ; and that by tranflating they will 
fmooth the way for other labourers.” By living and preaching 
in India; thefe miffionaries are under great advantages for learn- 
ing the force of words in the Ealtern languages, and adapting 
their tranflation to common apprehenfion. ‘hey fay, that 
they find it eafy to get the afliftance of learned natives ; that 
they are now accultomed to tranflate ; and that they have 
probably the belt library «f critical works on Scripture, and of 
different verfions, which « in be found im India, befides a prefs 
and foundery, and all conveniences for printing. 

In addition to the character and fituation of the tranflators, 
there are other circumftances to encourage the hope, that their 
tranflation will be faithful. It appears that there are other 
miffionaries in India, who muft ferve as a check upon them if 
any fhould be needed. Letters have pailed between the Dan- 
ifh and Baptift miffionaries. ‘The Danes exprefs great fatisfac- 
tion 
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tion that the tranflation is propofed. The London Miflionary 
Society, in which there are no Baptilts, have alfo fent out a mif- 
fion to India. The tranflators are furrounded with Chriftians 
of all denominations. The prefent ftate of the world, and the 
¥ntercourfe between India and Chriftian nations, render inten- 
tional corruption of Scripture very improbable. It appears 
from their journals, that the tranflators fend to England copies 
of their verfions, as faft as they are printed. In one of their 
letters they mention with fatisfaction, that a gentleman in the 
army was about to publifh, under the patronage of Fort Wil- 
liam College, tranflations of the gofpel in the Perfian and Hin- 
doftanee ; and they fpeak as if they confidered this as aid- 
ing their own defign. *f 

At the end of 1800, 2000 copies of a tranflation in Bengalee 
were publifhed. With thefe the miflionaries travelled about, 
and found the natives in general ready to accept them. Some 
copies, they underftood, went to the diftance of 300 miles: 
Three years after, they began a newtranflation The miffion- 
aries feparately attended to it “ that they might concentrate all 
their light.” Mefirs. Carey and Marfhman revifed the whole, 
comparing each verfe with the Greek, altering the contruction 
of many paflages, fubjecting the work to the opinions and 
animadverfions of feveral learned natives, and getting thefe to 
tranilate fome paflages into a collateral language, of which they 
could themfelves form fome idea. With all this caution, they 
refolved to print only 1000 copies, asa few years might fuggelt 
improvements. 

Tranflations in Hindoftanee, Perfian and Mahratta were be- 

un near the end of 1803. The tranflators then hoped,. that 
they fhould be able to tranflate and print the Scriptures in all 
the Eaftern languages in 15 years. In 1804 they expreffed the 
hope, that the New Teltament would be printed in the feven 
languages of India, each in a year, meaning probably, one in 
each year; fo that feven years muft elapfe before all will be 
completed. 

The miffionaries depend wholly on the aid of Chriftians. 
The Society, who fent them ont, exprefs reliance on the reli- 
gious public. The expenfe of printing is great in that coun. 
try. New types are neceifary for the characters of the differ- 
ent languages. It is only by gratuitous difperfion, that the 
Scriptures can be circulated. ‘Lheir circulation mutt of courfe 
be proportioned to the contributions of Chriftians. It appears, 
in a letter received from Dr. Green of Philadelphia, that the 
work has been fufpended for want of money. It.is evident 
that fo great a work, which requires feveral years for its com- 
pletion, and which mutt at laft be given away, cannot be care 
ried on without heavy expenfe. 


There 
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There is abundant reafon to believe the accuracy of the in- 
formation communicated in the foregoing letters from Philadel- 
phia. It appears from the journals of the miflionaries, that 
Capt. Wickes of Philadelphia carried fome of their number to 
India. He is frequently mentioned by them with the greateft 
tendernefs and refpect. His arrival at Calcutta is often noticed 
with fatisfaction. They {peak of his bringing money and books 
to them from Philadelphia. Thefe circumftances muft have 
enabled him to obtain the moft correé& information. Mr. Ralf- 
ton, who is referred to in Capt. Wickes’ letter, is an elder of 
Dr. Green’s church. As fome intercourfe has fubfifted between 
Philadelphia and the miffionaries, and as Capt. Wickes’ ac- 
quaintance with India mutt facilitate communication, it ap- 
pears that no objection can arife from the difficulty of tranfmit- 
ting aid to the tranflators. 

From their journals, it is very evident that the tranflators are 
Calviniftic Baptifts, and, like all other miffionaries, they extend 
their peculiar fentiments in connexion with the Scriptures. But 
they act on the great Proteftant principle, that the Scriptures 
are the only rule of faith and practice. They circulate the Bi- 
ble as the ftandard by which their own fentiments are to be tri- 
ed. In their journals they appear to be fo much impreffed with 
the importance of a tranflation of the Scriptures, and fo much 
engaged in the work, that there feems no reafon to fear, that 
the contributions of the Chriftian public will be diverted to any 
other purpofe. In improving the zeal of thefe miffionaries for 
the diffufion of the Scriptures, we fhall at once impart the rich- 
eft blefling, which we enjoy, and give the heathen the belt 
means for diftinguifhing between religious truth and error. 

With refpect to the relative importance of this object, we con- 
ceive that it promifes as much, at leaft, as any fcheme with which 
we are acquainted for the propagation of the gcefpel amongit the 
heathen ; and we beg leave to report, on the ground above fta- 


ted, that we confider it worthy the recommendation of the 
Affociation. JOHN LATHROP, By Order. 


The preceding report being made to the Affociation, it was 
unanimoufly accepted. The Affociation do, accordingly, ex- 
prefs their approbation of the plan which has been laid before 
them, for tranflating the Holy Scriptures into feveral languages 
of the Eaft, and for {preading them through a large portion of 
the heathen world. They recommend the object to the minif- 
ters and churches of the Commonwealth, and hope that con- 
tributions or fome other mode will be adopted for aiding this 
interelting defign. That the object deferves the attention and 
exertions of the Chriftian public will be acknowledged, they cons 
ceive, by all who confider the Scriptures as the beft gift of 
God 
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God to mankind, and who poffefs the benevolence which the 
Scriptures are defigned to infpire. 


JOHN LATHROP, By Order. 


Subfcriptions will be opened in this town, and the monies raif- 
ed for this purpofe will be committed to the care of the Rev. 
Dr. Srituman, Rev. Dr. Ecxisy, Deacon Samver Saris- 
Bury, Henry Hut, Efq. and Hon. Joun Davis.—Thefe gen- 
tlemen will receive and tranfmit whatever money may be raif- 
ed in the country for this object. 


—«t ED i—— 


WE learn, with great pleafure, that there is at prefent a con- 
fiderable revival of religion at Haverhill, particularly under the 
miniftry of the Rev. Mr. Tompkins ; and a ftill more general 
and noticeable revival at Bradford, particularly under the minif- 
try of the Rev. Mr. Allen. Particulars refpecting the late public, 
and folemn retiewal of covenant, and introduction of an explicit 
evangelical confeflion of faith, and other interefting circum- 
{tances attending the revival in Bradford, we fhould be happy 
to receive and communicate. 

We alfo hope, that we fhall be favoured with fome particulars 
of the late reformation in Plymouth, under the miniftry of the 
Rev. Mr. Judfon, which we are affured has been very confider- 
able in its extent, and very pleafing in its appearances. 

We lave very animating accounts of the continued work of 
divine grace at Little Compton and Tiverton, in the State of 
Rhode Ifland, but have not yet been furnifhed with particulars 
for publication. We hope that our friends in different parts 
of the country will be particularly attentive to the fubje& of 
religious intelligence, and will make early communications to 
us of all fuch particulars as may be interefting to the friends 
of truth and evangelical piety. 


——. + 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


[Extracted from the London Evangelical Magazine. ] 


MR. Morrifon, (formerly of Hoxton) and Mr. Brown, 
(youngelt fon of the late Mr. Brown, of Haddington) are dil- 
igently engaged in learning the Chinefe language, under the 
direction of a native of China; now in London; and, with 
him, are conftantly employed in making a correét copy of a 
Chinefe manufcript in the Britifh Mufeum, containing a Har- 
mony of the Gofpel, the Aéts of the Apoitles, &c. - Thefe mif- 
fronaries are intended to go to the Prince of Wales’s Ifland, or to 
China; and there to perfect their knowledge of the language : 

after 
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after which, it is hoped they will be enabled to make a cor- 
rect tranflation of the facred Scriptures into the Chinefe 
tongue. If it pleafe God to enable thefe miffionaries to exe- 
cute the propofed plan, it will be the greateft and molt prom- 
ifing work ever accomplifhed. 


AMERICA. 

Some friends of the Mafflachufetts Miffionary Society have 
adopted a mode of encouraging that inftitution, which, though 
very fimple, and at firft fight “ fmall and inconfiderable,” 
promifes to be very produttive. It is called The Cent Jnflitu- 
tion. ‘The Americans confider their dollar as divided into an 
hundred parts; confequently, little more than one halfpenny 
each. A Mrs. Simpkins has propofed to the female friends of 
religion in that part of America, to devote that mite weekly 
(one cent a week!) to the caufe of God among unenlightened 
countries ; and fhe takes the trouble of receiving all fuch do- 
nations quarterly, or as is moft agreeable to the contributors, 
and paying them to the Treafurer: By this method eight hun- 
dred dollars had been collected in about two years. The Maf- 
fachufetts Miffionary Society have earneftly recommended this 
pian in their Magazine. 

Were fuch a method adopted in England, among the fe- 
male members of all religious congregations, and devoted by 
a committee of each fociety to the miflionary caufe, or to any 
other inftitutions intended to promote the good of fouls, what 
a vaft fum might be accumulated without inconvenience to in- 
dividuals ! 

[This notice of the Cent Inftitution, by the Editors of the London 
Evangelical Magazine, we infert with great pleafure. If the gen- 
erous promoters of this inflitution have not only contributed to the fur- 
therance of the good caufe in their own country, but provoked to emua- 
tion their fifters of a kindred fpirit on the other fide of the Atlantic, it 
muft afford them a pure fatisfadion, and be an encouragement to them 
and to others to fill further exertions. ] 


IRELAND. 

A crercyman in Ireland affures us that there isa very great 
defire among many of the poor Catholics in that country to 
read the Scriptures ; and.that a Popifh Bifhop of a large dif- 
trié in the fouth, has informed the priefts of his diocefe, that 
it is his particular defire that the New Teftament fhould be 
ufed in the fchools by the children as a fchool-book. This al- 
lowance or direction, it is hoped, may have a very good effe& ; 
and it certainly affords an additional argument to ule every 
effort in our power to furnifh them with the Scriptures. This 
gentleman having procured a quantity of Teftaments froma 


religious 
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religious Society in London, at nine pence each, got feveral 
little fhopkeepers to vend them at fix pence or eight pence each 
to the poor ;: at this rate, 150 of them were fold in a fortnight. 
Probably, many thoufands would be eagerly purchafed in the 
fame way, if they could be procured. 


: OLD BIBLES, &c. 

A few months ago, we {folicited, in behalf of the Irifh poor, 
the gift of fome Old Bibles and ‘Teftaments ; and appointed 
feveral houfes in London for their reception. We have the 
fatisfaction to fay, that many hundreds were received in cohfe- 
guence of that application. Several new ones were alfo in- 
cluded ; and though the notice had refpe& only to the me- 
tropolis, the zeal of many Chriltians in the country contribu- 
ted to fwell the number. We have not room to infert the 
mames of the contributors ; but we moft thankfully acknowl- 
edge the receipt of sl. 141. from the Rev. Mr. Trivette, of 
Langham ; and gl. 6f. 6d. from the Rev. Walter Brown, tor 
the fame benevolent purpofe. 

As a far greater number of Bibles and Teftaments may be 
procured from the large cities and towns of the country, we 
now beg leave to folicit fuch donations from thofe whom it may 
 fuit. oe 
Our readers have, no doubt, noticed,with pleafure, the Reps 
which have been taken, for feveral months paft, in order to the 
formation of a Society, whofe fole object thall be the promotion 
of Evangelical Religion in Ireland. | 

In confequence of fuch ferious confiderations as have been 
prefented to the public in a printed “ Addrefs, on the Moral 
and Religious State of that Country,” feveral Gentlemen 
met together, by appomtment, at the New London Tav- 
ern, Cheapfide, June 11, 1805, when the following Propofition 
was unanimoufly approved. 

It appears defirable to this Meeting, that a Society be formed for the 
more general diffufion of Religious Knowledge in Ireland. 

To promote this good detign, a temporary Committee was 
appointed, by whofe requeft the Addrefs before mentioned was 
prepared ; and who, after feveral unavoidable delays, folicited 
a General Meeting on January 15, 1806. 


Hibernian Society. 

At a numerous and refpectable Meeting, held at the New 
London Tavern, Cheaplide, on January 15, 1806, in order to 
carry into effect the Refolution of a former Meeting, refpecting 
the Formation of a Society for the purpofe of diffufing Reli- 
gious Knowledge in Ireland, 

Mr. Alderman Lea in the Chair, 

The following Plan of the Inftitution was prefented, approved, 
and unanimoufly adopted : PLAN. 
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PLAN. 

1. That a Society be now formed with this Defignation, Tue 
Hisernian Society, for the Diffufion of Religious Knowledge 
in lreland. 

2. In purfuit of this objec, the Society will endeavour to ex- 
tend divine knowledge in Ireland, by the miniftry of the gof- 
pel, by the difperfion of the Holy Scriptures and Religious 
Tracts, by the formation and fupport of fchools, and by every 
other lawful and prudent meafure calculated to promote pure 
Religion, Morality, and Loyalty. 

3. Each Subicriber of One Guinea annually, fhall be a 
Member. 


4. Each Subfcriber of Ten Guineas fhall be a Member for 
life. 

5- Each Subfcriber of Five Guineas annually, or of Twen- 
ty Guineas at one time, fhall be entitled to attend and vote at 
all the Meetings of the Committee. 


6. An Executor paying a Bequett of Fifty pounds, fhall be 
a Member for Life. 


7- A Miniter, or other reprefentative of a congregation, 
fubicribing or coilecting Five Pounds annually, ihall be a 
Member. 

8. A Committe fhall be annually appointed, confifting of 
twenty-four Members, nine of whom fhall be Minifters, and 
fifteen Laymen, refident in or near London; three fourths of 
thofe, who have moft frequently attended, fhall be eligible for 
re-election the enfuing year. The Committee fhall conduct 
the bufinefs of the Society, aud appoint all officers, except the 
Treafurer. 

9. The Annual Meeting of the Society fhall be held on the 
Tuefday in Eaiter Week ; whenthe Treafurer and Committee 
fhall be chofen, the Accounts prefented, and the proceedings 
of the foregoing year reported, 

10. The Committee fhall meet for bufinefs once in every 
month, or oftener, if neceflary. 

Nearly two hundred pounds were fubfcribed at the Meeting. 


—_—e oe 


GENTOO MISSION. 

A LETTER, of a very pleafing and fatisfactory nature, has 
been lately received by the Directors of the Miffionary Society, 
from the Brethren, George Cran and Augultus Defgranges, 
dated Vizagpatnam, Od. 16, 1805, together with their Journal, 
from March the 4th to September the 8th. 

Their firft refidence in India, was at Tranquebar, where they 
had an opportunity to confult with the worthy Brethren of the 


Danifh Miflion, and to commence the ftudy of the language of 
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the country. Inthe beginning of March, 1805, Mr. Cran and 
Mr. Defgranges judged it beft to remove to Madras; where 
they arrived on the 6th of that month, and had a pleafant 
meeting with the Baptift Miffionaries, who have fince (April 
27) lett that place for Serampore. 
. at Madras they met with very kind friends; fome of whom 
occupy the molt refpectable ftations, and who were of eminent 
ervice to them in forwarding their miflionary views. After 
coniulting with gentlemen of the belt information, earneftly 
fecking direction from above, and maturely weighing all the 
circumftances of the cafe, they determined to leave Madras, 
and to praceed northward to the Gentoos. One inducement to 
this decifion was, that they might not feem to interfere with 
any miflions already eftablifhed in that neighbourhood. The 
good providence of God eminently favoured their views, and 
fan&ioned their decifion; for they procured fuch excellent 
recommendations from perfons high in office, that they were 
very cordially received by the principal Europeans at Vizag- 
patnam, where they arrived July the 18th. A worthy Englifh 
gentleman (a magiftrate} had been in the habit of performing 
divine fervice himfelf in the Court-Houfe, before the gentle- 
men of the fettlement, the foldiers of the garrifon, and a num- 
ber of halt-calt people: the miffionaries were immediately re- 
quefted to undertake this office in his ftead, which they willing- 
ly afflented to; and have fince been remunerated by a fmall falary. 
The town of Vizagpatnam contains about 20,000 habitants, 
chiefly idolaters ; and the neighbourhood is alfo very populous. 
Here then, under the moft favourable circumftances imagina- 
ble, our dear miflionary Brethren have fat down, and will com- 
mence their labours in a country full of inhabitants, and with 
every recommendation that can be defired, as foon as they have 
made themfelves malters of the Telinga, or Gentoo language, 
fpoken in thofe parts. While at Madras they had diligently 
ftudied the Tamulian language; which they had foon the 
mortification to find differed confiderably from that fpoken 
among the Gentoos, where they noware. There can be no 
doubt, however, that their pious induftry will foon furmount 
every difficulty of this kind; and that they will very foon be 
able to preach among thefe poor, fuperftitious, idolatrous hea- 
thens, * the unfearchable riches of Jefus Chrift.”” Their ftudy 
of the Gentoo language will be happily facilitated by a manu- 
{cript dictionary, providentially put into their hands by a gentle- 
man who was abeut to return to England. Inthe meag time, 
they have the privilege of preaching every Lord’s day to the 
white people in the fort, who amount to about fixty perfons. 
The conclufion of the Journal from the miffionaries is fo ant- 
mated and encouraging, that we are perfuaded it will be highly 
gratifying to our readers. “We 
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“We cannot clofe this Journal, dear fathers and brethren, 
without laying before you the importance of the fituation in 
which we are placed, earneftly entreating you to fend out more 
miflionaries to aflift us. In the town where we now reiide, 
there are above 20,000 inhabitants, perifhing for lack of know- 
ledge. Within a few miles of us, on all fides, there are num- 
bers of large villages, where thoufands of the heathen live in 
the groffeft idolatry, and who claim our pity and comp: affion. 
‘This place is nearly central, which makes it moft favourable 
for branching out into any part of the Circars. We have hun- 
dreds of miles to the right and left of us, where we may labour 
with freedom, and where we fhall have no brethren to com- 
plain that we interfere with their miffion. Its being on the 
coa{t, and continually cooled by the fea breezes, makes it ad- 
vantageous for the health of the miffionaries on their firft en- 
trance into the country. An European, going into the interior 
of India, immediately after his arrival, is likely to have his 
conftitution impaired for life. By having the miflionary {ta- 
tion on the coaft, they will neceflarily be detained there a year 
or more, while learning the language, which will tend to inure 
them to the climate, without endangering their health. While 
they are attaining the language, they may be very ufeful by 
preaching in Englifh, teaching fchools, and other miflionary 
employments, which will] relieve thofe miflionaries who have 
attained the language, and enable them to itinerate through 
the whole of the Circars; alfo to Hydrabad, Golconda, and 
Bangalore, where the Telinga language is {poken. ‘This {pot 
is not lefs favourable for entering the Cattack and Mahratta 
countries. We underftand that there is but little difference in 
the languages. ‘The Mahratta country appears to us an im- 
portant field for miflionary exertions. On this account we re- 
joice that a miffion is about to be eftablifhed at Surat. Our 
oppofite fituation will afford an opportunity of miffonaries 
being fent from both thefe {tations into the Mahratta country. 
Thefe may meet each other in the centre, and bid ‘* God 
{peed.”” It is many days’ journey from hence. 

‘*‘ Glorious things are fpoken of the city of God. Zion 
fhall break forth on the right hand and the left! When we 
read the animating profpedts prefented to us in the facred 
Scriptures, of the mhole world becoming fubject s of Chrift’s 
kingdom, we are fure that we are not ftraitened in God; and, 
therefore, think it would be finful to be ftraitened in our own 
fouls. We are aware that the convertion of the inhabitants of 
thofe extenfive countries, which we hope to traverfe, will not 
be th@ work of a day, but of years. It was a work of years, 
which the Miflionary Society was founded toaccomplith ; and 
we doubt not, if prefent advantages be embraced with fufficient 
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energy, that many of its members will live to fee the bleffed 
day, when the Sun of Righteoufnefs fhall fhine with fuch re- 
{plendent glory on the millions of India, as wholly to difpel 
the dark clouds of idolatry, which at prefent overfhadow 
them, and diffufe among them an unfpeakable meafure of the 
light of the glorious gofpel ! 

** But more miflionaries are wanted. Our number is fmall. 
While we are laying the foundation, we truft that our friends 
in England will not delay to fend out numbers to raife the fu- 
perftructure of a work, in the accomplifhment of which, God, 
Chrift, the Holy Spirit, and all, who bear the divine image, 
are fo deeply interefted. 

“Would to God that all the minifters in our native 
country, the ftudents at the different feminaries, and the relig- 
ious public, could fee what we fee, and hear what we hear ! 
Every man bowing to a ftock of wood, or to a ftone, would 
prove a new argument to “come over and help us.” The 
horrid :noife of thoufands of idolaters, at the celebration of 
their feftivals, would found like thunder in their ears, ‘ Hafte! 
hafte to the help of the Lord againft the mighty !” And 
thofe, who could not themfelves come, would have the number 
and ardour of their addreffes to the throne of grace increafed 
an hundred fold. | 

“Not doubting that your zeal for the glory of God will ac- 
tuate you to take our fituation into confideration, and to fend 
out more labourers into this promifing field, we, with the 
greatelt pleafure, dear fathers and brethren, fubfcribe ourfelves 
- your very fincere, very affectionate brethren and fellow-labour- 
ers in Chrift, 

GEORGE CRAN, 
AUGUSTUS DESGRANGES.” 


P.S. Mr. Ringeltaube, who went out with Meffrs. Cran 
and Defgranges, judged it beft to continue at Tranquebar ; 
where he has madea confiderable progrefs in the ‘Tamulean 
language, and will probably labour in the Tamul country. 

We are happy to hear that the miflfionaries have diftributed 
many of the Perfian T'raéts, which were printed in London, 
and fent out to them. 

Some religious traéts have alfo been printed in Englifh at 
Madras, by an Englifh clergyman. 

SURAT .MISSION. 

On the 25th of June, 1805, when the brethren, Cran and 
Defgranges were preparing to leave Madras, they had the 
great, but unexpected pleafure, of meeting with Dr. Taylor 
and Mr. Lovelefs (appointed to the Surat miffion) who arrived 
fafely and in health at Madras ; and were introduced to them 
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at the houfe of a friend, where they were invited to dine. 
Thefe miffionaries were alfo kindly received. Dr. Taylor in- 
tended to proceed to Bengal, to conter with the Baptift mif- 
fionaries. In the mean time Mr. Lovelefs will ftay at Mad- 
ras ; and proceed with Dr. Taylor, on his return, to Surat. 


a. 


GREEK CHURCH. 


Extra& of a Letter from Mr. Fung, Profeffer and Counfellor of the 
Eledor of Baden. 


Heiperserc, May 12, 1805. 

It is fingularly remarkable, that the Lord is at prefent dif- 
fufing his awakening influences in the Ruflian empire. The 
Greek church has hitherto refembled a large field of dry bones, 
without fpirit or life. But now extenfive awakenings are tak- 
ing place, which are promoted by fome very refpectable char- 
acters in the Senate. 





LONDON BILL OF MORTALITY, FOR 180s. 








me Males - - 10513 Tenandtwenty - - - - 534 
Camatencd } sean - 9782 Twenty and thirty - - - 1283 
Thirty and forty - - - 1765 
In all 20295 Forty and fifty - - - - 1829 
Fifty and sixty - - - - 1504 
nied ¢ Males - - - 8874 Sixty and seventy - - - 1187 
: 2 Females - - - 8691 Seventy andeighty - - - 757 
: Eighty and ninety - - - 390 
In all 17563 Ninety anda hundred - - 82 
A Ree +..6 earned a 
Wi erecf have died 

Under two years ofage - 5204 1655 are stated to have died of 

Between two and five - - 2199 the Small Pox. 
Five and ten - - - - - 826 Increased in burials this year 527 


The following View of Human Mortality is curious and flriking. 

“It is generally fuppofed, that this earth is mhabited by 
one thoufand millions of men, and that thirty-three years make 
a new generation; and, therefore, that in thirty- three years 
there die one thoufand millions. Thus the number of thofe 
who die on earth amounts to, 

“Each year, thirty millions—Each day, eighty-four thou- 
fand four hundred—each hour, three thoufand fix hundred— 
Each minute, fixty—Each fecond, one. 

“This calculation muft necefflary ftrike us. If the mortal- 
ity be fo great every year and every hour, is it not probable 
that he, who reflects on it, may himfelf be one of thofe {oon to 
{well the lift of the dead ? It is at leaft certain, that it ought to 
lead us to think ferioufly and often on this fubject : —Now, at 
this very moment, one of our fellow-creatures is going out of 
the world; and before another hour is palt, more than three 


thoufand fouls will have entered into an eternal ftate !’ 
LIST 
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LIST 


Of New Members in the Massacuvserts Misstonarr Socirrr, 
Jince May 27, 1806. 


Deacon John Adams, Andover Stephen Thayer, 


Samuel Stickney, Beverly 


Francis Lamfon, jun. do. 


Caleb Wallis, do. 


Ifaac Hafkell, do. 


Abner Chapman, do. 


John Dike, jun. do. 


Capt. Jacob Anderfon, do. 
Timothy Stanley, do. 


David Larcom, do. 
Thomas Appleton, do. 


John Fornis, do. 


Nathaniel Wallis, do. 


——age o's 
ah 


Ebenezer Rockwood, Bofton, 
Hofea Hildreth, 

Major James Barrell, 

Reuben Emerfon, Reading, 
Jofiah Fofter, Beverly, 

Dr. Jofeph Batchelder, jun. do. 
Samuel Walker, 

Jofeph Pike, 

Hannah Farnham, 

Nathaniel Hafkell, jun. Beverly, 
Lewis F. Delefdernier, 

Dea. Afa Waters, omitted laf? year 


ee 


A LIST OF DONATIONS 


TO THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY: 


1806, May 26. 


Dis. Cts. 


By a donation from Deacon John Adams, Andover - 8 oo 


Do. froma Lady in Bath - - - - - = - = 300 
Do. from a Lady in Woolwich - - - - += - - 50 
Do. per Rev. Samuel Spring, from his Society - - 154 50 
Do. per Rev. Jacob Norton, from his Society - - 22 96 


Do. per Rev. Dr. Emmons, from his Society 56 50 


Do. per - - ~ do. 
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58 60 


Do. pr. Rev. Saml. Niles,from a poor widow, Abington 25 
Do. per Rev. Jonathan Strong, from a Friend to Mif- 
fionary Inititutions, to be laid out in Bibles 


and Teftaments 


- 2 2. 10:00 


Do. per Rev. Elijah Parifh, from his Society . 15 80 
Do. per Rev. Peter Sanborn,from John Damon - = 8 a9 
Do. pr. Rev.Saml. Worcefter, from his Society 130 00 
Do. per. do. | from Females of do. 15000 
Do. per do. from young Men of do. 7 80 








287 8a 

Do. per Rev. Peter Sanborn, from his Society 27 10 

Do. per do. from E. Pratt I 00 

Do. per do. from John Wallace 100 
29 19 
Do, 
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By a donation per John Ellingwood, from a number of 
Gentlemen and Ladies in Beverly - 80 50 
Do. per do. from Rev. Mr. Emerfon’s 
Society - - - = = © = = = 3592 
116 22 
Do. per Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from his So- 
ciety - - = += = = © = = I16 00 
Do. per do. from Femalesof do. 100 00 
— 216 00 
Do. per Rev. Freegrace Reynolds, from his Society 8 10 
Do. per Rev. Saml. Walker, from his Society, Danvers 64 30 
Do. per Rev. Hezekiah May, from his Society - 82 o@ 
Do. per Rev. Giis Thompfon, from his Society - 8 19 
Do. per Rev. Timothy Dickinfon, from Mary Marfhall 1 00 
Do. per Rev. Leonard Woods, from his Society - 34 54 
Do. per Rev. John Cleaveland, from North Parifh 
in Wrentham - - - - - - = 8 39 
Do. per Rev. Noble Everitt, hon his Sockery - - § 36 
Do. per Rev. Elitha Fifk, from his Society - - 40 50 
Do. per Rev. Paul Litchfield - - - - - + 9 9 
By the contribution at the Old South Meeting-Houfe 111 66 
By a donation per Rev. Samuel Autftin, from his Society 58 38 
Do. do. 4 books $3 88 
Do. per Rev. Samuel Judfon, from his Society - 9g 32 
Do. per Deacon Jofeph Torrey, from a lady in the 
2d parifh, Weymouth - - - - - 5 00 
Do. per do. froma Ladyin do. - - 1 00 
Do. per do. froma friend to Miffions - 1 o0 
oo 
Do. per Rev. Samuel Worcefter, from a Lady in y 
Marblehead - - - - - - = = = = 5.00 
Do. per Rev. Jonathan Burr, from his Society - 12 O4 
Do. per Rev. Afa Lyman, fromaFriend - - - 1 26 
Do. per Rev. Ifaac Tompkins, from Stephen Webfter 1 00 
Do. per Rev. Jofeph Barker, from his Society - 8 gt 
Do. per Rev. Jotham Sewall, from Hamden 42 00 
from Eaftport 30 00 
72 00 
Do. per Rev. John Sawyer, from feveral Towns - 3 68 
Do. per Rev. Samuel Auttin, from feveral Perfons - 7 25 
Do. per John Jenks, 1000 Traéts 
Do. per Nathaniel Long, 2 doz. Spelling Books and 
2 doz. Primers, for the poor on the fron- 
thers. 
Do. per Rev. Mefirs. Strong and Norton, of Cent 
Money, collected by Mrs. Simpkins - - 249 75 


Do. 
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By a donation from Thomas Wales - - - - - = +2 00 
Do. from a Lady in Medfield - - - - - = + 200 
Do. from a Mariner in Beverly - - - - - += 200 
Do. from do. - 3 00 
Do. per Rev. Kiah Bayley, from a "Lally in . New 

Caftle, Maine - - - ele 2 00 

Do. per Rev. Peter Sanborn, from hates Bancroft 2 00 
from Benjamin Pratt 2 00 

Do. from a Friend to Miffions - - - - - += 100 00 
$1854 67 


N.B. As the returns of the Cent Correcrrons are not yet 
completed, a particular account of them ts for the prefent omitted, but 
will probably be given in our next number. We are authorized, how- 
ever, to fate, that the returns, which have been made, difplay a pleaf- 
ing and liberal attention to the obje@. To the friends of our Mif- 
y- tonary Inflitution it muft afford Sot pleafure to obferve, that the 
contributions and donatiens, now exhibited, very confiderably exceed 


thofe of any former year. 


—: DD te 


Extradi of a Letter from Bath, ( Me.) of May 22, 1806. 

«1 fend, by Mr. S—, one dollar and twenty-fix cents, for 
the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, handed me by a frierd, 
as the identical property of a boy, fix years old, who died in 
this vicinity laft fummer. ‘The pious mother wifhed it to be 
appropriated to a miffionary purpofe. The boy was a moft 
amiable and extraordinary child. The mother was fo partic- 
ular, as to with the identical money might be put into the 
treafury. _ You will pleafe, Sir, to conform to her requelt.” 

cp The good mother is informed, that this “ iprnticaL MONEY’? 

eas put into the hands of the Treafurer of the Maffachufetts Miffion- 
ary Society, by the perfon to whom it was fent. 


————ap >: @> :: 4 


*,* The Rev. Mr. BARKER’s Sermon, preached before the 
Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, at their laft Annual Meeting, is 
ready for delivery at the office where this Magazine is publifbed, and 
at Deacon Simrxins, Bofton ; alfo at the depofitories of the Mag- 
azine in Salem. The members of the Society are, feverally, prs 
ta one copy. 


eet oo ee. 














